KATHIAWAD AN ISLAND

fact that the original Dwarka, to this day known as Mul-
Dwarka, lay on the coast about twenty miles East of
VerawaL Beyond its name, the site appears to possess
no historical associations, and has only a very small
temple to mark it. Moreover it lies on an open and
sandy shore, with no traces of a harbour, nor even the
possibilities of such. Further Eastward, however, and
about twelve miles beyond Jafrabad, is situated an
ancient harbour, now known as Bherai. " Barake " and
" Bherai" bear much more resemblance towards each
other than do " Barake " and " Dwarka." From the
Mahabharat we learn that on the death of Krishna the
original Dwarka was destroyed by a tidal wave.

The Baiones Insula Colonel Yule identifies with Piram
Island. An island equally as old, and forming one of a
group of three opposite Bherai harbour, is Shial (or
Jackal) Island. Of late years many ancient remains
have been found on Shial, and idols and other relics of
former days are continually being unearthed. The three
islands forming the group are connected by a rocky strip
at low tide, and if, as is possible, " Baiones " is used in
the plural, nothing is more likely than that the Shial
Island group is referred to by ancient writers. Where all
is conjecture one theory is of as much value as another.

At some very remote period Kathiawad was un-
doubtedly an island. Running almost North and South,
and forming a connecting link between the Rann of
Kachh and the Gulf of Cambay, is a strip of undulating
country known as the " Nal " or " Watercourse/' There
is every indication of its having at one time formed the
bed of some mighty river, and there can be little doubt
in the conjecture that the Indus River, which has so
often changed its course, and whose eccentricities are
notorious, once entered the ocean by way of the Gulf of
Cambay. Another interesting point worthy of notice is
that in Kathiawad alone of all the hundreds of thousands
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